Teacher judgments have always been the foundation for assessing the quality of student work. More often than not, teachers use their own personal knowledge of the subject area, their understanding and feelings toward the student, and the years of experience in teaching to assess students' academic capabilities. Today, teaching methodology has taken a leap toward integration, by which the fields of psychology, education, and the sciences have coalesced to better fit the needs and strengths of all learners. st Technology in the 21 century has also taken a leap, and with it the availability of standardised testing. While standardised testing can be a convenient tool for teachers as it is less time consuming, it doesn't always fit the needs of students. For teachers, standardised testing can also have an ambiguous element for, once the test has been given, many teachers are hesitant as how to interpret these results. This paper will delve into the idea of teacher hesitancy and the judgments they bring with them about the test and their students. As well as looking specifically at formative assessment, a common testing form in many schools, construct validity can be elucidated to help educators interpret the results.
cover different learning styles of students, such as visual, auditory, spacial, analytic, and those that learn in "fits" and those that seem to learn in more of a "steady, stream-like" manner.
Construct Validity
One form of validity that is relevant for teachers in order to assess formative testing scores is construct validity. Bachman & Palmer (1996) expressed that "construct validity pertains to the meaningfulness and appropriateness of the interpretations that we make on the basis of test scores" (p. 20). Therefore, it is important to justify the reasoning behind why a certain method or system was chosen, not just surmise that it works. A construct is a specific ability that students need to master, for example, the conditional tense in English. So construct validity needs to occur when a particular construct is assessed by the instructor who decides what the interpretation of that score from the assessment actually entails.
Formative Assessment
Formative assessment is one form of testing that can be used to help students achieve success with the constructs they are learning. O'Malley & Valdez Pierce (1996) stated that formative assessment is an "ongoing diagnostic assessment providing information to guide instruction" (p. 238). Formative assessment can also be a way to show the gap between actual performance and desired levels of fluency. Llosa (2011) constructively expressed that if teachers can effectively assess students using some form of validity, it could ultimately lead to success in closing the gap between the students' interlanguage and actual fluency. Nichols, Meyers & Burling (2009) affirmed that formative assessment "is an implied claim of validity" (p. 14). If teachers can evaluate formative assessment by applying a form of validity correctly, the teachers could modify their own teaching methods and practices to help students succeed at language learning tasks in ways that pique curiosity and interest in the material (Llosa, 2011).
Shepard (2009) noted an important caveat to formative assessment: "just because it's labelled formative assessment doesn't make it so" (p.33). In order to be considered formative, the assessment must be able to examine the whole test along with specific components, be a form on on-going analysis, and be used in a manner that could be beneficial for student development 
How Validation Eventuates
In order for teachers and administrators to be sure that construct validity is occurring with their formative assessment forms, they need to be sure that "…the (p. 529). Therefore, it is highly salient that when explanations are made, these variables are made clear so they do not distort and lead to misinterpretations of the data.
Importance of Validation
As stated earlier, validation helps guide educators and administrators in how to incorporate and interpret the scores that their students receive. Bachman (2000) proposed that validation is crucial in order to "analyse critically the ways in which tests are used, to assure that 130). While some of these factors could indeed hinder reading development for many of these students, it is highly unlikely that it is the case for all of the students. that "…unless greater attention is given to providing adequate time allocation and appropriate forms of professional development, the many potential benefits of involving teachers in assessment will not be realised" (p.
403).
Preventing Misinterpretation
There are many ways to deter bias and other issues that found that for children under the age of eight, any type of formal assessment would not be appropriate and that individualised testing would need to be done. This is an important admonition for student variables in language assessment, such as dialectical and cultural differences.
In some instances, official formative assessment may need to be tailored in order for teachers to interpret the needs of the student.
Conclusion
Construct validity in formative assessment is a key way to help educators, administrators, and assessors use the data they have collected from scores to prompt them to more accurate forms of interpretation and washback. Assessing linguistic capabilities can be extremely difficult for teachers due to concerns such as what is considered progress for my student(s), how can I evaluate my student without bias, and how do we, as teachers, match up our assessments to make formative decisions for our students? The opportunity to incorporate some of these issues into staff development days, having professional people come in and do training, and to keep in mind the backgrounds of students are all ways that could aid those who do assessments and base interpretations off of these assessments. Finally, remember that all students are unique, and with the technologies of today and the integrated approach of teaching, any type of formative assessment might need to be tailored to help students grow and develop their own language repertoire.
